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Snakebites- to Vaccinate or Not Vaccinate?
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     Every year, we see multiple snake bites            in dogs and cats.  The result of a bite        depends on: the amount of venom, the    chemical make-up of the venom, where          the pet was bitten and the size of the pet.  
Most pets will need treatment only for    swelling and to prevent infection.  More      severe bites require hospitalization with     fluids, anti-venin injections to stop the        action of the venom, and sometimes even blood transfusions.  
     A vaccine is available, but has not been tested to prove that it makes a difference in a rattlesnake bitten pet.  There can be more severe side effects from the vaccine than from routine vaccines.  There is also an increased risk of allergic reaction to the venom after a bite, if the pet has been vaccinated.  
     ALL pets need to be seen after a snake bite, even if they have been vaccinated.  We are only recommending vaccination of dogs that are at higher risk.  This would be; living out of town, frequent trips to remote locations with higher snake populations.  
     If you have further questions about rattlesnake vaccination or bites, please talk to any of our veterinary assistants or technicians.
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Litter Box Tips!


Urinating outside the box is the #1 reason for cats to be relinquished or abandoned.  


Try these tips to keep it in the box!


Preferred depth of litter is 2-3 inches


Have 1 more litter box than cats


Unscented litter is preferred by cats


Don’t mix litter types- pick one per box


Litter box should be in a quiet place


There should be 1 box per level of home


Older cats need shorter sides for ease of use


Larger cats need larger litterboxes





* Plastic under bed boxes make great large, older or multi-cat litter boxes!


* Place box over marking location and move a foot at a time toward a better location


















































Use photos and images to liven up your newsletters and keep your readers coming back for more!





Would you prefer to have us contact you by text or e-mail?  Be sure we have an updated e-mail and let us know your preference when you check out.  �You can email us at info@bestfriendsanimalhealthcenter.com





Did you know?


Pepto-Bismol contains aspirin, and should NEVER be used in cats due to liver toxicity
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